Reeders Hope
The Monthly Newsletter of Reeders United Methodist Church

— DECEMBER 2018 —

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES
AT REEDERS
You are invited to the Candle Light Service
of your choice.

5:00 PM

Our Praise Band will provide special music.
You and your family will be filled with the
Spirit of Christ and the spirit of the season.

7:00 PM

Our Praise Choir will provide special music
and familiar carols and special music too.
Come and celebrate your Savior’s birth
with these special candle light services.
Please invite your family and friends!
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Serving In December
December 9, 2018

December 23, 2018

Greater Love:
Kathy Andrews
Tracy Altemose
Deb Elmire
Lee Munch
Nursery:
Leigh Frailey
Jan Toepert
Ushers:
John Frailey
Judie Gorden
Tim Rogers
Homer Hennings

Greater Love:
Marie Loysen
Linnea Weinman
Paula Gordon
Janet Henry
Nursery:
Debbie Elmire
Kathy Andrews
Ushers:
John Myra
Donna Myra
Lester Weinman
Bob Bryson
December 24th—Christmas Eve
5:00 pm Volunteers Needed
7:00 pm Volunteers Needed

December 16, 2018
Greater Love:
Barbara Giffels
Pauline Snyder
Arlene Frailey
Paul Schmid
Nursery:
Judy Bryson
Joyce Baker
Vivian Roberti
Ushers:
Don Kresge
Norm Toepert
Shadrack Badu
Avon Doll
Sean Braddock

December 30, 2018
Greater Love: Volunteers Needed
Nursery:
Marie Loysen
Jackie Matos
Samantha Hernandez (youth)
Ushers:
Anna Macias-Crowley
Mark Gerger
Patricia Detrick
William Detrick

MISSIONARY OF THE MONTH

MILITARY OF THE MONTH

Christopher Shaw
Desarrollo Cristiano International
Santa Fe 1885 Dpto. 1B
Buenos Aires, Argentina

PFC Chelsea Slappey
CMR 415 Box 9159
ADO, AE 09114-0093
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Worship In December

Christ’s Church –

“The Other”

December 2nd: COMMUNION
“A Carpenter Named Joseph”
Scripture: Matthew 13:54-56
Children’s Message:
"God Has A Plan"
Scripture: Savior King - Isaiah 9:2-7

When our children hurt another child,
we might say, “consider how they feel.”
It encourages giving up personal
desire in order to do-no-harm.
How do we encourage bringing out the
best in someone, not merely avoiding
hurt? Righteous living encourages the
other and loves the neighbor as the
self. Methodism, beginning as the
Holiness Club, looked at this idea. The
Church, this group of believers, went
beyond do-no-harm and sought ways
to bring out the best in others. They
knew the best is always Jesus.

December 9th:
“Whose Child Is This?”
Scripture: Matthew 1:18-19
December 16th:
“Raising A Child Not Your Own”
Scripture: Matthew 1:20-25
December 23rd:
“The Journey To Bethlehem”
Scripture: Micah 5:2-5a
Children’s & Jr. Church Special
Presentation

This holiday season, the Bride of Christ
will be adorned as we decorate our
churches. We will gather as brothers
and sisters in the body of Christ, His
Church. When we do so, let us look to
the left and to the right, and see the gift
we have been given.

December 24th: Christmas Eve
5:00 & 7:00 pm Services
“A Savior is Born”
Scripture: Luke 2:1-20

You, personally you, and I have been
given an opportunity to prepare the
way for the coming of the Lord by
helping our neighbor to open up and
invite the Lord in.
~Shepherd Dougherty

December 30th:
“Worship as:
God’s Word and Our Voices”
Scripture: “Seven Scripture Lessons”

Advent Study

Faithful: Christmas Through the Eyes of Joseph
He started his journey as an unknown carpenter, but Joseph became the
earthly father of Jesus. For his part in the nativity story, he faced a
situation much like our own - encountering life circumstances he didn't
choose or understand. His courageous actions were crucial to the birth of
Christ and God's salvation plan for humanity. Adam Hamilton leads us
through this study and teaches about Joseph and what we as Christians
can learn from him.

Join us Wednesdays on December 5th, 12th and 19th at 6:30 PM to participate in this
study to learn a deeper understanding of Christmas.
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BIRTHDAYS
IN DECEMBER

We are Kurt and Cynthia Zimmerman,
Missionaries with World Gospel Mission.
We so appreciate Reeders UMC and
your congregation’s partnership with us
throughout these past 20 years in the
ministries in Bolivia! What a blessing!.
We are in a time of transition right now,
preparing to join WGM’s ministries on
the Texas Mexico Border. We are
looking forward to visiting Reeders in the
spring to thank the congregation in
person for all they have done with us in
missions. We would love to catch a
glimpse of what God is doing at
Reeders. We will look forward to seeing
you in the spring of 2018. May the Lord
give you his wisdom, joy and grace as
you serve him today.
Kurt & Cynthia Zimmerman

Emmitt Derrick
Abigale Braddock
Andrew Thomas
Jim Andrews
Scott Hower
Jan Ledwith
Debra Price
John Myra
Zachary Hazen
Holly Gardner
Norman Toepert

1st
2nd
4th
5th
7th
8th
9th
13th
21st
25th
30th

The elves will be out in full force to collect
your Christmas card greetings for your
fellow believers at Reeders Beginning
December 2nd. The bags will be out in
the hallway on the tables, and each bag
will be labeled with a letter from the
alphabet. Drop your cards in the
appropriate envelope by the first letter of
the last name. Be sure to have your cards
in the bags by no later than Sunday,
December 16th, as the elves need time to
sort and distribute them. Your cards will
be on the table ready for pickup by
Sunday, December 23rd. HAVE FUN!!!!
Merry Christmas
LOVE,
ELVES MARCY AND DONNA

MONTHLY COMMUNITY
DINNER

December 8th
4 to 6 pm
Invite a friend or neighbor - anyone
you know who could use a hot, homecooked meal and some fellowship.
Volunteers Needed - Please contact
Sean Braddock if you can volunteer to
help, prepare, setup, serve or cleanup
at sbraddock72@gmail.com.
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HOUSE OF WORSHIP
SAFETY & SECURITY
SEMINAR
December 4th
5:30—8:30 pm

God created the
heavens and the
earth and when
done declared “...it
was very good”.
Genesis 1-31.

We explain political
angst, euthanasia,
unbridled abortion
to name a few, as
man’s focus on
worldly things; and our independent
natures.

JT Lambert Intermediate School
2000 Milford Road
East Stroudsburg, PA

Reservations: reick@monroecountypa,gov or
call 570-992-4113.

The Monroe County office of Emergency
Management and the Monroe County
Sheriff’s Office has partnered with the US
Homeland Security to provide this
training. It is geared for all faith based
leaders, managers, administrators,
parishioners and policy makers to
provide exposure to security resources,
references, and laws affecting houses of
worship. Some leadership from Reeders
will be attending this training. Anyone is
welcome.

We must choose to receive the gifts
“...that can never perish, spoil or fade… “.
1 Peter 1:4. A gift given so humbly that
Jews who awaited the Messiah did not
recognize our Savior. Remember, “..
every good and perfect gift is from
above...” James 1:17
Choose the perfect gift this season choose the Christ.
Merry Christmas!

CHURCH CHRISTMAS DINNER
DECEMBER 1st
6:00 PM
Join your church family for a wonderful meal prepared
by Paul Schmid, John Cady and gang. It will be a special
meal and a wonderful way to start the holiday season at
Reeders.
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February 8 to 10th
Mt. Gilead Camp
Open to Grades: 3 to 12

Please note that the Cambell’s Soup
label program has been replaced by the
“Box Tops For Education” program.
Please collect the Box Tops from many of
your favorite products (watch for the
boxtop symbol). Each boxtop is
worth .10 cents. Earn bonus box topes
while you shop with the Box Tops Bonus
App at BTFE.com/bonusapp.

Join us for sledding, crafts, games,
entertainment, good food, and much
more.

This is the camp retreat that is sponsored
by Reeders this year. Advanced
reservations will be required. Download
the registration form from the church
website at www.reederschurch.org and drop
off at the church office.

UMW uses the money received from
these programs to fund our mission
projects. Thank you for collecting these
items to support our efforts.

Additional camp opportunity:
Pocono Plateau Camp (Grades 3-12)
December 29th to December 31st.
Cost: $99 - Register at
www.poconoplateau.org.

Operation Christmas Child
December’s Needs

Prayers & Postage
Pray for God to prepare
the hearts of the children
receiving shoebox gifts to
respond to the message of the Gospel.
Also, pray for continued donations of
postage to ship the boxes for children in
need. (boxes being
delivered by bike in
Uganda)
Postage Goal - $3,150
Received to date $1,423
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CHRISMONS
CHRISTMAS TREE
DECORATIONS AT
REEDERS

Many Christians
have spent the last
two weeks of
November giving
thanks to God for
all of their many
blessings. Now we move on to
Christmas and the celebration of the birth
of our Savior Jesus Christ. This year,
2018, will end soon and we will begin
2019.

Did you know that
Reeders decorates the
tree in the sanctuary
with Chrismons that were made by the
United Methodist Women at Reeders
many years ago? What is a Chrismon
you ask?

Fundraising for the parsonage renovation
has begun. If you wish to contribute to
this $10,000 project, please mark your
donation “parsonage.” The goal is to
begin renovations in March 2019. We
are on the way to the goal with donations
totaling $3,730.

The word “Chrismons” is a combination
of the words “Christ” and “Monogram”.
The designs on the ornaments are
symbols of Christ which have come to
us through centuries of Christian
history.

The 2019 proposed budget was
presented to the Leadership Team in
October for final approval in December.
A copy of the proposed 2019 budget is
posted on the bulletin board outside the
office. Please examine our financial
needs for 2019 and make a commitment
to begin or continue tithing. Your goal
could be to tithe a set weekly or monthly
amount (maybe 1%, 2% of your income)
and gradually increase it to the 10%
based on bible scripture. Those who
already tithe know the joy of giving back
to our Lord a portion of what He has
given us. Remember when you counted
your many blessing from God? Make a
commitment: What are you willing to do
for Him?

All the ornaments are made of white
and gold materials; white symbolizing
that Jesus was pure and perfect; Gold
symbolizing His Majesty and Glory.
Letters of the Greek alphabet are used
in various combinations with symbols
on the Chrismons and have special
meanings, since many of the first
Christian churches were Greek in
background. These symbols began as
an offering to God. In 1957 Chrismon
ornaments were displayed on a
Christmas tree at the Lutheran Church
of the Ascension in Danville Virginia.
Now many churches use them as a
witness to His love and glory, as a
proclamation of His Holy Name through
his son, Jesus, the Christ our Lord.

The General Fund of Reeders UMC
report through November 15, 2018 is:

Stop by the tree in the sanctuary and
check out the display of symbols and
diagrams you find on the tree. It is an
interesting and fun way to learn and
understand about early Christian
symbols that are still relevant today.

Offerings

Other Income

Expenses

$126,574.00

$36,745.00

$163,645.00

If you have any questions, contact Linda
Mikels, Finance Chairperson, or Marcy
McAdams, Reeders UMC Treasurer.
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Giving your tithe through
a mobile application?

United Methodist Women

Do you use the Joyfully2 app. from
your smart phone to support
Reeders financially?
If you do, it is no longer available.
The United Methodist Church
conference terminated that
application and switched to a
GIVE+Mobile application through
Vanco.

DECEMBER 6th
7:00 PM

Please go to the app store from your
smart phone and download the
GIVE+Mobile app in order to continue
giving through a mobile application.

“Reaching out in Harmony”
Devotions:
Linda Welch
Hostesses:
Marcy McAdams &
Donna Myra
Bulletin Board:
Sherry Gallagher
Program:
Mary Ellen Rock &
Kathy Reder
Come join us for our year end
celebration!!!

Finance Committee

“Souper Bowl of Caring”
Luncheon on
Sunday, February 3, 2019

We would like to thank everyone for your
cards and Gideon Bibles, but most of all
your thoughts and prayers.
Audrey Siegfried
Pauline Snyder

Give Thanks!

Notes and Thank You’s will be included in the
monthly newsletters Please submit them to
the office. Thank you for your cooperation.

Have a special “Thank You”
for someone or a group?

Support your choice for Super bowl
champion. Pantry foods will be collected
to support the PVEN food pantry.

Forward to rumc@ptd.net or leave your note
in “Secretary’s Mailbox” in the office.
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Shepherd’s Desk
“The Season for Giving”
In November we had Black Friday, Small Business Saturday and Cyber
Monday - all focused around buying.
What are we buying? Gifts for friends and family, most likely for the Christmas
season.
Did you also know that following those dates was Giving Tuesday?
Money seems to be a big focus this time of year. While its certainly needed to
keep the lights turned on, the heat pumping and other essentials to keep our church
ministry going there is more to tithing than just treasure (money). We tithe our time,
our talents and our treasure. In fact, the Bible tells us the treasure is a requirement,
the very word tithe meaning “one tenth.” Giving goes beyond the minimum required.
Think about where and what you are giving as we look at Christmas through
Joseph's eyes this Advent season.
Joseph raised a child, Jesus, not his own. He thought about quietly putting Mary
aside when he found out she was pregnant but an angel came to him and told him not
to, for she was carrying the child of God, our Savior.
We read little about Joseph in the Bible but this Advent season we will be
focusing on him. Joseph gave far more than the minimum the law required. He gave
and gave more, and through his participation, his giving, and his love, Jesus entered
into this world and into a loving family that would raise Him and watch over Him.
This season, join us as we consider becoming more like Joseph, so that the
Spirit of Christ can enter in once more and change the world entire. Consider giving a
gift of your love, of your forgiveness, your protection, along with your treasure, and in
doing so receive the gift of joy that comes from being in the presence of our Lord.
May your Christmas be holy,
Shepherd Dougherty
& wife, Katryn, the treasure of his heart.
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Pocono Connection Events

Reeders United Methodist Church
P.O. Box 187
2167 Route 715 and Church Road
Reeders PA 18352

Wooddale UMC
4-week study - Christmas Carols
Tuesdays at 7:00 PM beginning 11/27
Stroudsburg UMC
Pizza with Santa
December 14th from 6 to 8 pm

Contact Information:

Phone:
Email:
Web:
Pastor
Email:
Phone:

Blue Christmas Worship Experiences
St. John’s Lutheran Church
December 21st at 7:30 PM
Mountainhome UMC
December 9th (call for time)
570-595-2077
Christmas Eve Service
Keokee UMC at 2:00 PM

570.629.1712
rumc@ptd.net
www.ReedersChurch.org
Sean Dougherty
sean.p_dougherty@yahoo.com
272.200.2172

The new Church Office hours are 9 am
to 4pm from Tuesday thru Thursday and
9 am to 1 pm Monday and Friday.
Pastor Dougherty will available Monday
mornings from 9 to 12 or other days and
times by appointment. You are invited to
share your worship suggestions - email
us at: ReedersWorship@gmail.com

(Don’t want to drive after dark - come
worship early with us)

Check the flyer on the bulletin board in
the lobby for other events.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Monroe County Cold
Weather Shelter Program
Through the UMC Churches in the
Pocono Connexion, the shelter program
is looking for UM churches to provide
volunteers to cover the first week of each
month. Shelter guests will be vetted
through the Street2Feet program. The
Shelter is held at the Stroudsburg
Wesleyan Church on Fifth St, in
Stroudsburg. Please consider stepping
up to help those in need during the
winter season. Contact Ana Price at
ESUMC 570-421-3280 for more info.

BREAKFAST WITH SANTA
DECEMBER 15th
9 am to 11am
Jackson Twp. Fire Co.
Good food, crafts for Kids and
Pictures with Santa
Admission: Adults $6, Kids (2-6) $4,
Under 2 “free”
Pictures with Santa 11 to 12.
Call 570-350-6365 or 570-629-1252
for reservations

Pet Pictures with Santa 12:30—1:00
($5 donation appreciated for all photos)
10

