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Reeders Hope 
The Monthly Newsletter of Reeders Church 

 —  JANUARY 2026 — 
 

We are a faith-based community introducing people to Jesus Christ 
    and helping them become fully devoted followers of Him. 

“Souper Bowl of Caring”  
Sunday, February 8, 2026  

“If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need but has not pity on him, 

how can the love of God be in him?” 1 John 3:17 * 

Bring a can of soup and/or monetary donation to church for the Pleasant Valley 

Ecumenical Network *Bring a crockpot of your favorite soup to share at the 

“souper luncheon”. *Provided will be crackers, bread, butter, beverage, dessert, 

bowls, spoons, cups and napkins. *Wear your favorite football attire to church!  
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Sunday 
 January 18th 

 at 2:00 PM 
 

Whitestone Care 
Center Worship Service  
 
 

This worship service means so much to 
many of the residents.  All are welcome 
to join us in this service and help the 
residents in the signing of the hymns, 
praying, reading scripture, and 
worshipping our God. The passage for 
the service is: 2 Corinthians 5:17 and the 
theme is: “Made New.”   The service is in 
the second-floor recreation room.   
Whitestone Care Center is located at:  
370 Whitestone Corners Road, 
Stroudsburg.  

Wednesday Nights at 6 PM 
“Being a New Creation in Christ” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The Wednesday night Bible Study is 
dovetailing with this month’s sermon 
series on Ephesians the Vision of the 
Church.  Each Wednesday evening, we 
will be looking at a chapter in Ephesians 
in-depth and coming to understanding 
what the church is called to by Christ.  
Ephesians offers a vision of God’s 
purpose for all of creation and how it is 
fulfilled in Jesus and the vital role that the 
church is called to play.  Each class will 
be in-person and on-line.  For more 
information contact Pastor Jeff at  
jweber@ptd.net or call of text at 570-234
-7111. 

Thanks to some 
very generous 
donations this year 
we were able to 
raise over $4,000 
to cover the cost of 
mailing 
approximately 427 
boxes.  Because of 

your faith in this ministry at Reeders, 
these boxes are on their way all around 
the world to children who have very little 
to be thankful for but these boxes will 
give them hope and joy and will teach 
them about God’s love for everyone.   
Your generosity and faith in this 
important ministry is greatly appreciated.    
  United Women in Faith 
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Worship In January 

MILITARY OF THE MONTH 

Sgt.  Kaley Quinn 
 CMR 489, Box 1320 

APO, AE  09751 

 
 

Bill Brandamore 
8 Turtle Cove  
Labar Village 
Stroudsburg PA 18360 
(hospitalized/rehabilitation) 
 

RoseMarie Miller 
112 Buttonwood Court East 
Stroudsburg, PA 18301 
(healing) 
 

Donna Myra 
Whitestone Care Center 
370 White Stone Corner Rd, Room 121 
Stroudsburg PA   18360 
 
 

Elvena Price 
Brookmont Health Center, Room 41 
510 Brookmont Drive  
Effort, PA 18330  
(rehab) 
 
 

Karen Shick 
1240 Neola Church Road 
Stroudsburg PA 18360 
(healing) 
 
Larry Weber 
115 Sandhill Terrace  
Stroudsburg PA 18360 
(hospitalized) 
 
Chris Welch 
150 Maureen Place, Suite #150  
Dover DE 19901 
(back pain relief) 

Take a moment to send a 
card to remind them that 
they are in our thoughts and 
prayers. 

 

January 4th   Epiphany Sunday    
Communion  

Scripture: Ephesians 1 
Message: For the Praise of His Glory 

 

January 11th   
Scripture: Ephesians 2 

Message: A Radical Vision 
  

January 18th   
Scripture: Ephesians 3 

Message: Through the Church, the 
Wisdom of God 

 

2:00 PM Whitestone Worship Service 
Scripture: 2 Corinthians 5:17 

Message:  New Creation 
 

January 25th   
Scripture: Ephesians 4 

Message:  Clothed with the New Self 

Reeders was blessed to welcome new 
members into the Reeders 
congregation on November 23, 2025, 
as follows: 
 
Glenn & Rita Ahner 
                           
Elaine and Ronald Burd, Sr. 
                
Barry and Tracy Spencer 
 
Please make sure you take the time to 
seek them out and introduce yourself 
to them so you can get to know each 
other.   
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NOVEMBER SCHEDULE FOR USHERS, GREATER LOVE, 
and COUNTERS 

Wednesday’s At 
12 Noon 

 

Join Pastor Jeff on-line 
in the Sanctuary for a 
short time of prayer 

when we can lift up our joys and 
concerns for the week.  Go to the 
church facebook page https://
www.facebook.com/reeders.umc     

Greetings Church Family -   
 
 

The adult Sunday School Class meets 
in the conference room and is studying 
the book of John.  
 

Please consider joining our class on 
Sunday's at 9:15 in person or online at 
https://meet.gotocom/848990565 or by 
phone at 1-571-317-3122 Access Code 
848-990-565 as we continue to learn 
from each other and grow together.  

  USHERS GREATER 
LOVE 

NURSERY COUNTERS 

1st Sunday Gerry Hogan 
Mike Frailey 

Emma Rispoli 
Jim Felten 
Tom Iampaglia 

Jan Toepert 
Jackie Matos 

Scott Hower 
Craig Croteau 

2nd Sunday John Cady 
Craig Croteau 

Paul Schmid 
Barb Giffels 

Leigh Frailey 
Jan Toepert 

Scott Hower 
Sue Snyder 

3rd Sunday Bob Bryson 
George Caron 
 

Anna Macias 
Crowley 

Kathy Reder 

Judy Bryson 
Karen Croteau 

Scott Hower 
John Careccia 
 

4th Sunday Barb Giffels 
Paul Schmid 
Anna Macias-  

Crowley  

Sue Wright 
Deb Elmire 
 

Hope Lesoine 
Sharon Armitage 

Scott Hower 
Cassandra 

Careccia 

5th Sunday Jim Felten 
Tom Iampaglia 

Audrey Weber 
Joyce Baker 
Arlene Frailey 

Jessica Garrett 
Cassandra  

Careccia 

Scott Hower 
Sue Snyder 
 

 

https://www.facebook.com/reeders.umc
https://www.facebook.com/reeders.umc
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Children’s church is open to all children 
ages 3 thru 5th grade during worship 
service every Sunday (except the 1st 
Sunday of the month).  
 

In January we will begin this year’s 
lesson plan, “Stories from the Four 
Gospels – Matthew, Mark, Luke and 
John.    
 

In January the lessons will include 
lessons on “A Time of Waiting” and “John 
The Baptist”. 
 

We look forward to spending Sunday 
mornings with our church family children, 
sharing the Christian faith and messages 
of salvation. 
 

           Joanne Palmer & Joan Robbins 

MISSIONARY OF THE MONTH 
 

Ernie & Chrysoula Denos  
Avant Ministries 

Box 23 
Aigion, Greece 25100  

OCC donations for 
January 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Hats, gloves and scarves 

Drop your donations in the collection box 
in the lobby.   

 CONGRATULATIONS CONFIRMATION CLASS OF DECEMBER 2025 and NEW 
MEMBERS OF REEDERS CHURCH:  (left to right) Erika Battle, Violet Som-
mers, Addison Garrett, Ellie Hogan, Addie Feuerstein, Daniel Reinhardt, and June 
Careccia 
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Give Thanks! 
Notes and Thank You’s will be included in the 
monthly newsletters Please submit them to 
the office. Thank you for your cooperation.         

Have a special “Thank You”  
for someone or a group?  

Forward to rumc@ptd.net or leave your note 
in “Secretary’s Mailbox” in the office.  

*Thank you to the church for your 
prayers and support of the Children’s 
Christmas Musical “Gloria’s Christmas” 
on December 5th & 6th. Appreciated the 
use of the church facilities and 
everything done to help with this music 
ministry. Praying the Lord’s “adoption 
message” touched everyone’s hearts. 
*Thank you to the following who gave 
of their time and music talents during 
the Advent Season to provide “special 
worship music”: November 30th - 
Children’s Christmas Musical Cast 
Members;  December 7th - Kathy Reder 
December 14th - Ashley Rispoli, 
Ellianna Rispoli, Erika Battle & Lydia 
Battle;  December 21st - Luc Arana, 
Taylor Campo, JJ Carter, Francis Riggi, 
& Caio dos Santos;  December 24th - 
Elizabeth Frailey; December 28th - 
Shelley Miller.   Appreciate your musical 
gifts given in ministry to celebrate the 
Lord’s birth.  
 

  Yvonne Rispoli 

Dear Reeders UMC Family -  
 
We are truly grateful for you and for 
the bond we share in faith.  Thank you 
for your generosity toward Open 
Storehouse.  God’s abundant bless-
ings be with you in the coming year.  
 
 Love in Christ, 
  Open Storehouse 
  Brad and Uli Klein 

Thank you to all the ladies who came 
to Whitestone to celebrate Christmas 
with me. It was the joy of my week and 
my season and I loved you all for it. It 
was fun. It was thoughtful and I en-
joyed every minute of being with all of 
my Reeders Methodist  friends again 
and meeting new people as well.  So 
thank you from the bottom of my heart. 

Love always 
 Donna Myra 

If you are grieving the loss of a loved 
one, you don’t have to walk this 
journey alone. Our Grief Share group 
offers a caring space to share, listen, 
and find encouragement alongside 
others who are going through the 
same journey.  Through scripture, 
prayer, conversation, and practical 
support, we seek healing and hope 
together. Join us as we walk this path 
with compassion and faith.  Meetings 
this month are Tuesday, January 13 
and 27 at Noon. Please contact 
Pastor Jeff (570) 234-7111 for more 
information.  

January  
13th & 27th 

at Noon 



7 

 

Happy New Year Church Family! 
 
2025 flew by and we are about halfway 
through  our "youth group year".  We 
will launch our 2026 by taking the kids 
bowling on January 4th- returning to the 
church about 3pm. January 18th, we 
will have a regular youth group meeting 
ending at 1pm. Don't forget, 
February 1st we will have another 
regular meeting ending at 1pm (I'm 
throwing this in as well since the 
February newsletter may not reach you 
till after this date.) 

Stay warm! 
In Him,  
Emma Rispoli 

Pleasant Valley Ecumenical 
Network 

(December Newsletter excerpts) 
 

This year’s Holiday Assistance Program 
was a huge hit.  Thanks to the generous 
support of our community, PVEN 
Assisted 76 families and 174 children by 
providing toys, puzzles, board games, a 
new winter coat, scarf, hat and gloves for 
each child.   
 

Requests for assistance rose to record 
breaking heights at PVEN but the 
community joined us to meet these 
challenges.   
 

We distributed 200,00 lbs of food through 
the food pantry, delivered over 57,000 
articles of clothing, provided 900 
packages of diapers and 2,900 monthly 
packages of women’s hygiene supplies.  
We served over 17,000 free lunches to 
nearly 3,600 children through the 
summer lunch program, distributed back 
to school supplies, including backpacks, 
to 184 students and provided counseling 
to over 800 individuals to connect them 
with resources to help keep them in their 
homes.   
 

These numbers demonstrate the 
importance of these aid programs in our 
community.  We appreciate your support.  
  Thanks again.   

 
Giving Envelopes 
 
Giving envelopes for 

the new year were distributed.   
 

If you have not received 2026 giving 
envelopes and wish to use them,  please 
contact the Church Office at 570-629-
1712 or rumc@ptd.net.   
  Finance Committee 

Baptism is a public declaration of faith 
and a visible sign of one's commitment 
to Christ and we congratulate and 
praise each of them for making this 
commitment and continuing their 
journey in Christianity with our help and 
support:    
 

Ronald Burd (10/05) 
Erika Battle  (12/14) 
Ellie Hogan (12/14) 
Daniel Reinhardt (12/14) 
Violet Sommers (12/14) 
June Careccia (12/21) 
Tanner Boland (12/21) 
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Food Pantry Clothing Closet 

Coffee & Tea Winter Coats 
(adults & Children) 

Oatmeal Winter Gloves 

Tomato Juice Cleaning Products 

Bottled Juice Bed Linens &  
Towels 

Baby Formula & Food Deodorant & Body 
Wash 

 Adult pullups & bed 
pads 

Bob Ellis   4th 
Elaine Burd   4th 
Tracy Spencer   8th 
Daniel Reinhardt  9th 
Edward Schwarz           11th 
Collette Croteau           15th 
Julia Croteau            15th 
Colton Fly            17th 
Joan Lesoine            18th 
Ashley Rispoli            24th 
Donna Myra            25th 
Natalie Kunkle            25th 
Glenn Ahner            31th 

AWANA is an 
afterschool bible 
program that is 
open to all children 
in the community 
ages 3 (potty 

trained) through 6th grade. 
 

Registration is still open.  They meet 
on Wednesdays from 4 to 5:30 PM. 
If you are interested in registering 
your children, please contact the 
church at rumc@ptd.net or 570-629-
1712 for more information or 
assistance with registering.   

A new adult Christian 
Education Class begins in 
November.  It will be held 
in a classroom on the 2nd 
floor in room #21.   The 
class will be led by Ryan 
Rispoli.   
 

If you have not participated in an adult 
class,  but are interested in doing so, 
please consider joining this class.  They 
will meet every Sunday at 9:15 AM.   

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
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Pastor’s Desk  
“Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of His power.”   Ephesians 6:10 

 

The young boy made his way to a closet at the end of a long hallway.  In the closet, 
there was an old cedar chest.  The boy got to the closet and silently opened the door, 
and then carefully removed the pile of old blankets on top of the chest. He looked 
behind him to make sure no one took notice of the big adventure he was about to 
embark on – assured that the coast was cleared, he opened the lid of the chest. The lid 
creaked revealing its sixty-year plus history, and the smell of mothballs and old lilacs 
came wafting out. Like an archeologist uncovering the tomb of some great Egyptian 
Paraoh, the boy peered into the chest which held for him treasures and wonders. He 
lifted an old pair of woolen mittens with holes in them.  Next, he uncovered an ancient 
wedding veil creased and yellowed with age. Then he found an old woolen army jacket, 
which was heavier then any jacket he had ever worn, and he imagine that the thickness 
was to protect from the weapons of some enemy.  He also saw a pair of old army boots, 
leather cracking, and they felt as heavy as anvils.  These indeed were secret treasure, 
thought the boy, and he began to imagine that by wearing them, it would transform him 
into a superhero with magical powers.  If you think a boy dressed in the ensemble that 
he discovered, looked ridiculous, you would be correct – or perhaps the seriousness of 
our lives have clouded our ability to imagine the wonder, hope, and possibilities.   
 

When I read Paul’s letter to the Ephesians, especially the part about the armor of God. 
It’s a stirring image—belt, breastplate, shield, helmet, sword—it seems like it is from 
another era and it’s covered in mothballs. The days that we face do not look like the 
battles Paul talks about.  They look like traffic jams, overdue bills, an argument with a 
friend, or trying to juggle the impossible schedule of a family. They look like grief that 
lingers longer than we thought it would, or like trying to process an unfathomable 
medical diagnosis.  And so the Apostle Paul’s passage in Ephesians gets tucked into 
our cedar chest at the end of the hallway and we forget it’s there. We go forward to face 
the day in our strength, with our own cleverness, our own willpower.  By lunchtime, 
we’re tired and frayed and wondering why it is not working.  By dinner, our exhaustion 
has reduced us to resignation, resentment, and cynicism.   
 

We say we believe in Jesus Christ but deny the power of Christ.  Paul is telling 
Christians, that this armor of God is our daily wear so that we face each day, not in our 
own power, in the power of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.    Truth, righteousness, 
peace, faith, salvation, the Word of God—these are not museum pieces or Sunday-only 
accessories. They are daily wear. They are the boots and belts and helmets of people 
who know that life is hard, but God is good. They are the gear of grace. 
 

So maybe it’s time to open the chest again. Dust off the shield of faith. Buckle the belt of 
truth. Lace up the gospel of peace. Not because we’re going to war, but because we’re 
going to work, to school, to the grocery store, to the hospital, to the kitchen table. And in 
all those places, we need the strength of the Lord and the power of His might. 

        

        Pastor Jeff 
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Reeders Church  
P.O. Box 187  

2167 Route 715 and Church Road 
Reeders PA 18352 

 

Contact Information: 

Phone:     570.629.1712 
Email:     rumc@ptd.net 
Web:     www.ReedersChurch.org 
Pastor     Jeff Weber 
Email:     jweber@ptd.net 
Phone:     570-234-7111 
 
 

The Church Office hours are 9AM to 
5PM on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and 
Fridays.     
 

If you need pastoral services, please 
contact Pastor Jeff anytime directly at 
570-234-7111. 

 
 
 
 
 

NEED HELP FINDING EMPLOYMENT? 
 

Go to the Commonwealth Workforce 
Development website and gain access to 
training assistance and job openings that 
you can apply for on line at https://
www.cwds.pa.gov.   Create a user 
name and password and develop an 
online resume’ and apply online for jobs 
that are posted.  If you need assistance 
to set up your online account,  you can 
contact: 
 

 PA Career Link Monroe County 
 2937 Route 611 
 Merchants Plaza 
 Tannersville, PA  18372 
  570-620-2850   

 Do you Shop on-line? 
Remember to make a contribution to 

Reeders UMC  at  www.iGive.com 
 

Every time you shop thru the iGive 
network, a portion of the money you 
spend can benefit Reeders UMC. It's 
a free service, and you'll never pay 
more when you reach a store through 
iGive. To get started, create your free 
iGive account at: www.iGive.com/
ReedersUnitedMethodistChurch.  

Registration is open for the  25/26 School 
Year.  Church Members receive a tuition 
discount for the program. Applications 
are available in the church lobby or on 
the website.  You can obtain more 
information on the openings or arrange to 
tour the school  by contacting Michelle 
Allison at 570-856-4841.   

Three ways to continue giving: 
 
1)  In person on Sunday   

morning 
2) Drop your envelope in 

the black box outside   
the main entrance 
door, or 

3) Go to church website 
at 
www.Reeders.Church.org   


