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Reeders Hope 
The Monthly Newsletter of Reeders Church 

 —  FEBRUARY 2026 — 
 

We are a faith-based community introducing people to Jesus Christ 
    and helping them become fully devoted followers of Him. 

“SOUPER BOWL OF 

CARING”  

Sunday, February 8, 2026  

following worship 

Bring  canned soup and/
or monetary donation to church for the 
Pleasant Valley Ecumenical Network 
*Bring a crockpot of your favorite 
soup to share at the “souper luncheon”. 
*Provided will be crackers, bread, 
butter, beverage, dessert, bowls, spoons, 
cups and napkins. *Wear your favorite 
football attire to church!  

at POCONO PLATEAU CAMP  
Friday, Feb. 27th to Sunday March 1st 

Open to children grades 3 thru 6 and youth grades 6th to 12th.  Take a break from the 
winter blues!  Make new friends and reconnect with old friends! Join us for a weekend 
packed full of fun: Enjoy indoor (Gaga) and outdoor games, sledding, broomball, crafts, 
Bible sessions, and a campfire with smores!  Register at https://
www.poconoplateau.org. 
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MILITARY OF THE MONTH 

Sgt.  Kaley Quinn 
 CMR 489, Box 1320 

APO, AE  09751 

Wednesdays Nights 2/4 & 2/11 

at 6 PM 

“Ephesians” 

The Wednesday night Bible Study is 
completing our study of Ephesians this 
month as we focus on Ephesians 
Chapters 5 and 6.  On February 4th and 
11th at 6 pm we will be looking at a 
chapter in-depth and coming to 
understanding what the church is called 
to by Christ.  Ephesians offers a vision of 
God’s purpose for all of creation and how 
it is fulfilled in Jesus and the vital role 
that the church is called to play.  Each 
class will be in-person and on-line.  For 
more information contact Pastor Jeff at  
jweber@ptd.net or call of text at 570-234
-7111. 

Ash Wednesday  
Service  

(Wednesday, February 
18th at 7:00 pm) Ash 
Wednesday marks the 
beginning of Lent, a 40-
day season of reflection, 

repentance, and preparation for Easter. 
In our Ash Wednesday service, we 
gather in humility to acknowledge our 
need for God’s mercy and to begin a 
spiritual journey toward the cross and 
resurrection.  One of the most visible 
parts of the service is the imposition of 
ashes. With the sign of the cross traced 
on our foreheads, we hear the ancient 
words: “Remember that you are dust, 
and to dust you shall return.” The ashes, 
made from the palms of last year’s Palm 
Sunday, are a symbol of both mortality 
and repentance. But they are also a sign 
of hope—marked not just in dust, but in 
the shape of the cross, reminding us that 
even in our brokenness, we are claimed 
by Christ. In this service we will begin our 
journey in the Wilderness of Lent as we 
are  invited to enter into a season of 
repentance, reflection, revival, and 
renewal.  

mailto:jweber@ptd.net
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Worship In February Take a moment to send a 
card to remind them that 
they are in our thoughts and 
prayers. 

Sun.  February 15th 
 at 2:00 PM 

Whitestone Care Center 
Worship Service  

 
This worship service means 
so much to many of the 

residents.  All are welcome to join us in 
this service and help the residents in the 
signing of the hymns, praying, reading 
scripture, and worshipping our God. The 
message is titled:  “A Message of Love” 
and is from 1 Corinthians 13. The service 
is in the second-floor recreation room.   
Whitestone Care Center is located at:  
370 Whitestone Corners Road, 
Stroudsburg.  

 

February 1st   Communion  

Scripture: Ephesians 5 

Message: Sleeper Awake! 

February 8th   

Scripture: Ephesians 6 

Message: Be Strong in the Lord 

 February 15th   

Scripture: 1 Corinthians 13 

Message: Agape 

2:00 PM Whitestone Worship Service 

Scripture: 1 Corinthians 13 

Message:  Message of Love 

February 18th - Ash Wednesday at 7PM   

Scripture: Deuteronomy 8:2 
Message:  Wilderness 

February 22nd - 1st Sunday in Lent 

Communion 

 Scripture: Exodus 13:20-22; 15:22-27 
Message: The Worst, Best Place to Be 

 

February 25th - 7PM Lent Service 

East Stroudsburg United Methodist Church 

Message: Hospitality 

 
 

Bill Brandamore 
8 Turtle Cove  
Labar Village 
Stroudsburg PA 18360 
(hospitalized/rehabilitation) 
 

RoseMarie Miller 
112 Buttonwood Court East 
Stroudsburg, PA 18301 
(healing) 
 

Donna Myra 
Whitestone Care Center 
370 White Stone Corner Rd, Room 121 
Stroudsburg PA   18360 
 
 

Elvena Price 
Brookmont Health Center, Room 41 
510 Brookmont Drive  
Effort, PA 18330  
(rehab) 
 
 

Paul Schmid 
1232 Kroucher Road  
Stroudsburg PA 18360 
(Passing of Theresa) 
 
Karen Shick 
1240 Neola Church Road 
Stroudsburg PA 18360 
(healing) 
 
Larry Weber 
115 Sandhill Terrace  
Stroudsburg PA 18360 
(hospitalized) 
 
Chris Welch 
150 Maureen Place, Suite #150  
Dover DE 19901 
(back pain relief) 

FEBRUARY 
Wednesday 

Meetings at 4pm 
(No Van 

transportation on 
February 4th) 
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FEBRUARY  SCHEDULE FOR USHERS, GREATER LOVE, 
and COUNTERS 

Wednesday’s At 
12 Noon 

 

Join Pastor Jeff on-line 
in the Sanctuary for a 
short time of prayer 

when we can lift up our joys and 
concerns for the week.  Go to the 
church facebook page https://
www.facebook.com/reeders.umc     

Greetings Church Family -   
 
 

There are 2 adult Sunday School 
Classes that meet; one in the 
conference room led by Patrick Roberts 
and the 2nd on the second floor room 
21. led by Ryan Rispoli. 
 

Please consider joining our class on 
Sunday's at 9:15 in person or online at 
https://meet.gotocom/848990565 or by 
phone at 1-571-317-3122 Access Code 
848-990-565 as we continue to learn 
from each other and grow together.  
   

MISSIONARY OF THE MONTH 
 

Nelson and Cheryl Buchanan  
Word of Life - Taiwan 

915 S. Detroit St. 
Xenia, OH  45385 

nelsonbuchanan@gmail.com  

  USHERS GREATER 
LOVE 

NURSERY COUNTERS 

1st Sunday Gerry Hogan 
Mike Frailey 

Emma Rispoli 
Jim Felten 
Tom Iampaglia 

Jan Toepert 
Jackie Matos 

Scott Hower 
Craig Croteau 

2nd Sunday John Cady 
Craig Croteau 

Paul Schmid 
Barb Giffels 

Leigh Frailey 
Jan Toepert 

Scott Hower 
Sue Snyder 

3rd Sunday Bob Bryson 
George Caron 
 

Anna Macias 
Crowley 

Kathy Reder 

Judy Bryson 
Karen Croteau 

Scott Hower 
John Careccia 
 

4th Sunday Barb Giffels 
Paul Schmid 
Anna Macias-  

Crowley  

Sue Wright 
Deb Elmire 
 

Hope Lesoine 
Sharon Armitage 

Scott Hower 
Cassandra 

Careccia 

5th Sunday Jim Felten 
Tom Iampaglia 

Audrey Weber 
Joyce Baker 
Arlene Frailey 

Jessica Garrett 
Cassandra  

Careccia 

Scott Hower 
Sue Snyder 
 

 

https://www.facebook.com/reeders.umc
https://www.facebook.com/reeders.umc
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Reeders United Methodist Church 
2026 General Operating Budget (Adopted 12/15/25) 
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Give Thanks! 
Notes and Thank You’s will be included in the 
monthly newsletters Please submit them to 
the office. Thank you for your cooperation.         

Have a special “Thank You”  
for someone or a group?  

Forward to rumc@ptd.net or leave your note 
in “Secretary’s Mailbox” in the office.  

Happy Winter Church Family! 
 

January was a slow month for our 
youth, mostly impacted by the snow. I 
always find it refreshing when God 
forces us to slow down. What we do 
with that time is up to us. 
 

Moving forward, February is anything 
but a slow-down! We will have regular 
youth group meetings on the 1st and 
15th (from after church-1pm).  
 

Our long awaited Winter Retreat at 
Pocono Plateau will be from February 
27th to March 1st. This is open to youth 
from 3rd-12th grade! Please let me know 
if your child is coming! If they are in 3rd-
6th grade, please register at https://
www.poconoplateau.org/event/winter-
jamboree/ and children from 6

th
-12th 

grade register at https://
www.poconoplateau.org/event/winter-
blast/. We will meet at, then leave from 
Reeders Church at 5:30pm on Friday, 
and return to the church on Sunday in 
the early afternoon. Any questions, 
please let me know! 
 

Stay warm! 
Emma Rispoli 

If you are grieving the loss of a loved 
one, you don’t have to walk this 
journey alone. Our Grief Share group 
offers a caring space to share, listen, 
and find encouragement alongside 
others who are going through the 
same journey.  Through scripture, 
prayer, conversation, and practical 
support, we seek healing and hope 
together. Join us as we walk this path 
with compassion and faith.  Meetings 
this month are Tuesday, February 10 
and 24 at noon. Please contact 
Pastor Jeff (570) 234-7111 for more 
information.  

February   
10th & 24th at 

Noon 

To Our Reeders 
Church Family -  
 
Thank you so much 
for the Christmas 
gifts we received 

from many of you.  We are very grateful, 
appreciate the thought, and hope that 
you all have a happy and healthy New 
Year. 
  Joan, Emily and   
                                Frank Purdy 

Dear Folks at Reeders UMC, 

With a grateful heart I wish to thank you 
for your prayers, get well cards, Christ-
mas greetings and the beautiful vase of 
flowers during my December surgery and 
recovery. The surgery was successful 
and recovery has been going very well! 
So thankful and praising God for His 
wonderful grace. Appreciate you all! 

  Jan Ledwith 

https://www.poconoplateau.org/event/winter-jamboree/
https://www.poconoplateau.org/event/winter-jamboree/
https://www.poconoplateau.org/event/winter-jamboree/
https://www.poconoplateau.org/event/winter-blast/
https://www.poconoplateau.org/event/winter-blast/
https://www.poconoplateau.org/event/winter-blast/
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Children’s church is open to all children 
ages 3 thru 5th grade during worship 
service every Sunday ((NOTE:  No 
Children’s Church February 1 & February 
8).  
 

In February we will continue this year’s 
lesson plan, “Stories from the Four 
Gospels – Matthew, Mark, Luke and 
John.    
 

The lessons will include “A Time of 
Waiting” and “John The Baptist”. 
 

We look forward to spending Sunday 
mornings with our church family children, 
sharing the Christian faith and messages 
of salvation. 
 

           Joanne Palmer & Joan Robbins 

OCC donations 
for February 

 
 

 
 

ACCESSORIES 
Sunglasses, hats, scarves, hair ties 
and clips, bracelets, necklaces, etc.  
Please place your donations in the 
OCC drop box in the lobby.   

Chosen People 
Ministries 

 

Shalom from South 
Florida: 
 

First of all, my dear 
friends and co-

workers in the ministry, I want to thank 
you for your love, prayers and support 
in 2025.  I wish you and your families 
all blessings in the new year 2026.  I 
wish you peace, health, and God’s 
protection in the upcoming year.   
 

On the other side of the world, in 
Ukraine, my ministry is involved in 
bringing the gospel of love of our 
Messiah through humanitarian aid 
visiting the needs and sick, reaching 
people through the soup kitchens and 
youth ministry.  There are 68 new 
people who made a covenant with 
Yeshua in 2025 in our congregations.  
Please pray for an end t this war, 
peace in this country.  With God’s help 
and your financial and prayerful 
support we will be able to continue our 
work to help many of our brothers in 
sisters in Ukraine in this difficult time.   
 
  In Yeshua’s love, 
  Boris Goldin 
 

Bishop’s Day in the 
District   

Bishop Moore-Koikoi is 
planning to spend time 
February 3 (Tuesday) in the 
North District.  Her visit will 

culminate in an evening worship service 
at East Stroudsburg United Methodist 
Church at 7 pm with a time of fellowship 
following the service. This is great 
opportunity to meet the Bishop.  
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Paul Michael DeAngelo      3rd 
Frank Davalos                 4th 
Debra Elmire               10th 
Mandy Palmer DeAngelo        11th 
Jan Toepert               11th 
Rachel Davalos   11th 
Lois Knox                          12th 
Joan Purdy                          13th 
James Feuerstein              14th 
Kylie Thomas               14th 
Rose Johnson                          15th 
Cassidy Feuerstein              16th 
Dave Reder                          17th 
Janet Henry               18th 
Andrew Erker                          18th 
Jessica Hernandez              23rd 
Jessica Ellis-Leone              24th 
Kendra Sommers              24th 
RoseMarie Miller              25th 
Frank Purdy               28th 

Save the date:   
Sat., March 14th 
9:00am -1:00 pm 
 

Tools for Ministry returns to Eastern PA 
in a series of 3 leadership development 
events for lay and clergy leadership. 
Courses offered will offer practical ad-
vice, thought-provoking inspiration, and 
district/region-wide relationship building. 
Registration links, course descriptions, 
and presenter information coming soon. 
Partial CEU credits for Christ Servant 
Ministers (CSMs) will be offered for full 
attendance and participation at these 
events. 
 

2026 

 

STAINED GLASS 
WINDOWS REPAIR/

MAINTENANCE PROJECT 
 

Reeders Church has the 
need to gather funds to 
conduct a stained glass 
repair and maintenance 
project on all of the stained 
glass windows in the 
sanctuary.   

 

There are a total of 14 stained glass 
windows.  Five (5) of them have 
cracked or broken glass.  One(1) of 
them is in serious need of repair to a 
major bulge and broken structural 
support braces  (glass over entrance 
door by Library).  All of them will have 
their protective covers removed, will be 
re-puttied and recoated with a primer 
and new paint finish and the protective 
covers will be reinstalled.  This 
maintenance will help to preserve the 
windows for another 100 years.  The 
total cost will be approximately 
$35,000.   
 

If you are able to contribute to this 
project, please make sure to mark your 
contribution accordingly and place it in 
the offering plate, or drop it in the box 
on the information table in the lobby.  
  

 RUMC Board of Trustees 

Annual Giving Statements were mailed 
on January 20th.  If you do not receive 
your statement by the beginning of 
February, please contact Sue Snyder or 
Linda Mikels for assistance.   
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Pastor’s Desk  
“Remember the long way that the Lord your God has led you these 40 years in the wilderness, in order to 
humble you, testing you to know what was in your heart.”   Deuteronomy 8:2 
              

The Bible has a thing for the wilderness. It’s not just a backdrop—it’s a character, a 
crucible, a classroom. You can’t read Scripture for long without stumbling into it. 
Abraham wandered through it, Moses led a people across it, Elijah fled into it, and 
Jesus was driven straight into it by the Spirit. The wilderness is where God does some 
of His best work. 
Now, I don’t know what comes to mind when you hear “wilderness.” Maybe it’s the 
Appalachian Trail, or that patch of woods behind your uncle’s farm where you got lost 
once as a kid. Maybe it’s a metaphor for a hard season—grief, doubt, waiting, or just 
the long, gray slog of February in the Poconos. Whatever it is, the wilderness is rarely 
comfortable. It’s not supposed to be. 
In Scripture, the wilderness is a place of testing, refining, learning, and growth.. It’s 
where the Israelites lost their taste for Egypt but hadn’t yet tasted the milk and honey of 
the promise land. It’s where Jesus fasted for forty days, hungry and alone, tempted by 
the devil and ministered to by angels. It’s where the old comforts fall away, and your 
heart is revealed by a Lord who searches and knows you. 
And that brings us to Lent. 
This year, Lent is our wilderness season. Forty days (not counting Sundays) of walking 
with Jesus into the dry places. It’s not about punishing ourselves or proving our piety. 
It’s about remembering who we are and whose we are. It’s about letting go of the noise 
and the clutter so we can hear the still, small voice. 
Sometimes we think of Lent as a time to “give something up”—chocolate, coffee, social 
media, sarcasm (good luck with that one). But the deeper invitation is to let God clear 
out the clutter in our souls. To fast from the things that numb us, and feast on the things 
that nourish us. To trade the illusion of control for the gift of trust. 
In the wilderness, the Israelites learned to trust God for daily manna. No stockpiling. No 
hoarding. Just enough for today. Jesus, too, was tempted in the wilderness by Satan to 
not trust in the Father’s will and provision but to grab for power and comfort on his own 
terms? Jesus’s answer was clear: “Man does not live by bread alone, but by every word 
that comes from the mouth of God” (Luke 4:4).  
That’s the wilderness in a nutshell. It’s where we learn to live by the Word, not by our 
appetites. It’s where we discover that God is not just the God of the mountaintop, but 
also  of the dry gulch, the empty stomach and the long, silent night. 
So this Lent, we’re heading into the wilderness—not to get lost, but to be found. Not to 
suffer for suffering’s sake, but to strip away the noise and hear the voice that calls us 
beloved. We’ll walk with Jesus to the cross, saying, “Search me, O God, and know my 
heart: try me, and know my thoughts:  and see if there be any wicked way in me, and 
lead me in the way everlasting” Psalm 139:23-24.   And maybe, just maybe, we’ll come 
out the other side a little leaner in spirit, a little clearer in purpose, and a little more 
ready to follow the One who leads us through the wilderness, and into the salvation of 
the promise land and life everlasting. So let us begin our journey into the wilderness of 
repentance, reflection, revival, and redemption.    Pastor Jeff 
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Reeders Church  
P.O. Box 187  

2167 Route 715 and Church Road 
Reeders PA 18352 

 

Contact Information: 

Phone:     570.629.1712 
Email:     rumc@ptd.net 
Web:     www.ReedersChurch.org 
Pastor     Jeff Weber 
Email:     jweber@ptd.net 
Phone:     570-234-7111 
 
 

The Church Office hours are 9AM to 
5PM on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and 
Fridays.     
 

If you need pastoral services, please 
contact Pastor Jeff anytime directly at 
570-234-7111. 

Need Help Finding  
Community Resources? 

 

Monroe County provides a help line for 
easy access to human services in the 
community.  Dial 2-1-1 to locate some of 
the following services: 
 

Shelter/housing   
Food/clothing 
Rent/Utility Assistance  
Transportation 
Drug Abuse treatment 
Early Intervention 
Legal/consumer services 
Public Assistance   
Credit Counseling 
Mental Health Services 
Aging Parent Assistance 
Support Groups 

 

or go online at poconoinfo.org 

 Do you Shop on-line? 
Remember to make a contribution to 

Reeders UMC  at  www.iGive.com 
 

Every time you shop thru the iGive 
network, a portion of the money you 
spend can benefit Reeders UMC. It's 
a free service, and you'll never pay 
more when you reach a store through 
iGive. To get started, create your free 
iGive account at: www.iGive.com/
ReedersUnitedMethodistChurch.  

Registration is open for the  25/26 School 
Year.  Church Members receive a tuition 
discount for the program. Applications 
are available in the church lobby or on 
the website.  You can obtain more 
information on the openings or arrange to 
tour the school  by contacting Michelle 
Allison at 570-856-4841.   

Three ways to continue giving: 
 
1)  In person on Sunday   

morning 
2) Drop your envelope in 

the black box outside   
the main entrance 
door, or 

3) Go to church website 
at 
www.Reeders.Church.org   


