THE GARDEN OF GIVING
570-402-1282

gardenofgiving@gmail.com
 "Helping to Nourish Those in Need"

The Garden of Giving is a non-profit 501(c)3 organization, located in Saylorsburg  PA, which cultivates and provides fresh eggs and produce to local food banks in Monroe County. Founded in 2008 by Tammy Graeber, The Garden of Giving benefits low income residents who qualify for and rely upon food banks for their basic food needs. The Garden of Giving has worked to provide fresh and nutritious foods to the community, with its first garden being planted and harvested in 2009. That year, approximately 1,500 pounds of produce were donated to the Supplemental Food Resource Center (SFRC), and today The Garden of Giving continues its mission through the support of local businesses and volunteers serving all of Monroe County.
OUR MISSION

Our mission at The Garden of Giving is:

· To provide high quality and nutritious eggs and vegetables to local food banks in Monroe County.

· To provide nutritional programs and services that improve the quality of life for residents living in Monroe County.

· To enhance the awareness and importance of increasing and using vegetables for better health through special events and attractions.

As a local non- profit organization, we are committed to fulfilling our mission through visionary leadership, individual dedication, and trustworthy use of resources available. Our Board of Directors is comprised of community residents with a vested interest in improving the nutrition of our community, and oversees the operation of The Garden of Giving.

WHO WE ARE 

The Garden of Giving currently works through the efforts of volunteers from the community, to grow and cultivate fresh produce such as beans, corn, cucumbers, lettuce, and tomatoes on a 2 1/2 acre plot of land located in McMichaels, just off Route 715. We have teamed with a variety of local agencies, businesses, churches, farmer groups, and schools to complete projects such as clearing land, installing fences, tilling soil, planting, weeding, harvesting, and distributing vegetables and eggs to food bank facilities.

WHO WE  SERVE
Monroe County Food Banks and Soup Kitchens
Christian Awareness Ministries Ecumenical (CAME)

Church of Saint Luke Food Pantry

Daughters of Thunder Outreach Ministry (Stroudsburg United Methodist)

East Stroudsburg United Methodist Church (ESUMC)

Eglise Evangelique De La Renaissance Church

Feeding Families Ministry (MTPUMC)
Innovation Church Community Food Pantry

Mount Pocono Ecumenical Hunger Ministry (PMEHM)

Our Lady of Victory

Monroe County Food Banks and Soup Kitchens continued
Our Lady Queen of Peace

Pleasant Valley Ecumenical Network (PVEN)
Stroudsburg Wesleyan Church Helping Hands
Supplemental Food Resource Center (SFRC) at Effort United Methodist Church

The Oasis of Love Inc. (Victory Food Pantry and Resources)

The Salvation Army Food Pantry
Top of the Mountain Ecumenical Council (Christ the King Community Center)
West End Missions
WHAT WE DO
At The Garden of Giving, we understand that the importance of improved nutrition is essential in working towards creating a healthier community. As limited access to nutritious foods is becoming a more pressing issue for many communities, The Garden of Giving works to combat food insecurity by providing fresh eggs and vegetables to local food banks.
In 2010, approximately 5,000 seedlings were grown for The Garden of Giving by Monroe County Technical Institute, with volunteers coming out to help nourish those in need. Four food banks and two soup kitchens were provided with fresh vegetables that year.
In 2011, The Garden of Giving continued to carry out its mission of providing nutritious vegetables to even more local food banks. In addition, The Garden of Giving was approved funding to acquire a 12x20 volunteer shed through a generous donation from ESSA bank. A10x14ft shed was obtained with other financial donations to house small equipment and tools. Our biggest event was the arrival of our chickens and the addition of eggs to our donated fresh foods.  This was made possible by Boy Scouts of America's Eagle Scout project which created an on-site chicken coop and fencing and our partnering with the PA extension department of agriculture embryo program.  Our chicks were hatched in 4th grade classrooms and then the 40 beautiful white hens were brought here to their new home to roost. 
In 2012, The Garden of Giving flourished, supplying many, and expanding.  The chickens increased to 65, were producing eggs, and the garden was indeed giving year around.  Eight raised beds were completed for spinach, and garlic planted in the fall. One hundred fifty blueberry bushes were planted. Our local Lowes had chosen the garden as a recipient of its Hero Program, for which employees are encouraged to team together and adopt a volunteer project. They provided16 raised beds, eight which were housed with 60 raspberry bushes.  Excited to report, 2012 was growing along with the produce...
In 2013, The Garden of Giving grew in equipment assets, facilities, and planting beds.  We supplied six food banks with eggs and produce touching over 1000 lives. The volunteers planted 125 crowns of asparagus in  8 raised beds built from eagle scout project which also brought us a beautiful archway bench with a resting area. There are new chickens and tool sheds, and the tractor with accessories has a garage.  The end of this year has us looking forward to a more efficient and productive 2014 season. 
OUR FUTURE
As the need for improved nutrition in local communities continues to rise, and the demand upon food banks increase, the expansion of The Garden of Giving productions appears much needed. Future plans for The Garden of Giving include increasing the volume of produce and eggs provided to local food facilities, increasing volunteerism from local communities, in addition to partnering with big business and the inclusion of nutrition education through presentations and local events.  
